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People Are Gathering Across the U.S. to Chalk the Walks on August 20
Over 900 people in 47 states and 6 countries will spread good will with sidewalk chalk
(Vancouver, WA)  In its 3rd year, Chalk the Walks has grown in popularity by leaps and bounds.  For this year's event, over 900 people (double last year's count) from at least 47 states and 6 countries will be planting seeds of joy, inspiration and optimism with the help of some sidewalk chalk. In addition to the main event happening in Vancouver, Washington, concentrated efforts are being made in Rock Port, Missouri; Anchorage, Alaska; Maui, Hawaii; and Tigard, Oregon.
Brandy Myers is heading up the effort in Rock Port, Missouri--a small town of 1,200 people.  Rock Port Telephone on Main Street is pulling the community together there for some inspiration.
Up in Anchorage, Alaska, Thomas Azzarella of the Anchorage Youth Development Coalition is coordinating a group effort with the United Way Partners executives. They're putting out posters and encouraging kids to come out and be part of something uplifting.

The Pukalani Elementary School PTA in Maui, Hawaii, is contacting parents and asking them to have their kids participate from home. Amber Duarte is collecting their photos and sending them back to The Joy Team in Washington.
Closer to home, in Tigard, Oregon; Susan Brown is leading her Umpqua Bank office in chalking their branch sidewalk for the Motivational Moment they do every morning.  
People participating in Chalk the Walks will chalk the sidewalks with positive messaging in front of their homes and businesses, then post photos of their chalked messages on facebook.com/chalkthewalks (or the Facebook event page), creating a virtual playground of inspiration and optimism. People in the Vancouver, Washington / Portland, Oregon, area are invited to join the chalking fun in Uptown Village on Main Street in Vancouver between 10:00 am and 1:00 pm on August 20 with the Uptown Village businesses, The Joy Team, and others. There will be information and chalk available at The Joy Team table at Mini Mozarts (1919 Main Street, Vancouver, WA).

Free chalk is being provided by Official Chalk Partner Umpqua Bank at all five Umpqua Bank locations in Vancouver, Washington. For more information about Chalk the Walks or to get a list of message ideas to chalk, visit ChalkTheWalks.com.  

About The Joy Team 
Founded in February 2010, The Joy Team is a non-profit 501c3 corporation based in Vancouver, Washington, with the mission of building community by spreading joy, optimism and inspiration. Projects of the positive thought organization include billboard campaigns, delivering Happy Packets to the staff of organizations serving the community, Chalk the Walks, PB & JOY Project and The Junior Joy Team. Learn more at thejoyteam.org, like them on Facebook.com/TheJoyTeam or follow them on Twitter @TheJoyTeam. 
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