[image: image1.jpg]



                             spreading joy, inspiration and optimism to millions...

Contact:

Michele M. Larsen

503.724.7442  |  michele@thejoyteam.org

chalkthewalks.com  |  thejoyteam.org  

MEDIA ALERT:    Chalk the Walks – Spreading Healing & Joy in Vancouver, Portland, 

31 states and 3 countries on Tuesday, August 21st

PHOTO OP: 
10:00 am at Pop Culture in Vancouver, Wash. – Mayor Tim Leavitt & The Junior Joy Team will kickoff Chalk the Walks 

10:00 – 1:00 pm in Uptown Village on Main Street in Vancouver – The Joy Team, Junior Joy Team, local businesses and residents will be chalking positive messages up and down Main Street
10:30 – 1:00 pm at 22nd and Lincoln in Vancouver – citizens and Hough neighborhood residents will be chalking positive messages of healing at the site of this week’s gang shooting
WHAT:
The second annual Chalk the Walks, a project of The Joy Team, is all about spreading joy, inspiration and optimism through the magical power of sidewalk chalk.  People will chalk the sidewalks in front of their home and business owners will chalk the walks in front of their workplaces, spreading positive messaging far and wide, then posting the images of their messages on facebook.com/chalkthewalks (or the Facebook event page), creating a virtual sea of inspiration and optimism.
WHEN:
Tuesday, August 21, 2012


WHERE:
Over 350 people are chalking in 3 countries (USA, Australia and Canada) and 31 states (Alabama, Arizona, Arkansas, California, Colorado, Florida, Georgia, Hawaii, Idaho, Illinois, Indiana, Kentucky, Maryland, Massachusetts, Minnesota, Missouri, New Mexico, New Jersey, New York, North Carolina, Ohio, Oregon, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, South Carolina, Tennessee, Texas, Utah, Virginia, Washington, Wisconsin). 


The whimsy starts in the heart of Vancouver, USA, on Main Street from 10:00 am to 1:00 pm.
WHO:
The Junior Joy Team and Vancouver’s Mayor Tim Leavitt will kickoff the chalking in front of Pop Culture (1929 Main Street) at 10:15 am. The Joy Team and local businesses will chalk up and down Main Street while caring Hough residents will be chalking healing, positive messages at the site of this week’s gang-related shooting in Vancouver (22nd and Lincoln) Join Umpqua Bank (Vancouver branches), Be the Gift, Coaching for Life & Spirit, Vancouver Family Magazine, Mint Tea and joy spreaders across the globe.
All five Umpqua Bank locations in Vancouver, Washington, will be providing chalk to people who go into their branches and say, "I'm chalking the walks."

WHY:
By offering positive thoughts through uplifting messaging, we will help shift the collective focus to optimism and possibility, spreading joy and inspiration.
HOW: 
RSVP to the Facebook event Chalk the Walks 2012!, chalk positive messages on your walk August 21, post photos of them on the Facebook event page and share the joy with people across the globe. 
--more--

"The idea is as simple as it was in childhood," said Michele Larsen, founder of The Joy Team and coordinator of Chalk the Walks. "Write happy messages, have fun doing it, spread some joy while you’re at it." For more information about Chalk the Walks or to get a list of message ideas to chalk, visit ChalkTheWalks.com.  

About The Joy Team 
Founded in February 2010, The Joy Team is a non-profit corporation based in Vancouver, Washington, with the mission of spreading joy, optimism and inspiration to millions. We carry out this mission by helping people shift into a positive frame of mind through the incredible power of positive words. In 2010 we put up 28 billboards, effectively putting 25.9 million seeds of joy out into the world. In 2011 we involved over 300 people in spreading positive messages in 3 countries and 22 U.S. states with the first annual Chalk the Walks. In 2012 we started The Junior Joy Team for children ages 5-12 to discover the warmth of spreading joy and building community. Learn more at thejoyteam.org, like us on Facebook.com/TheJoyTeam or follow us on Twitter @TheJoyTeam.
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